How was the Biodiversity Action Plan developed?

The Richmondshire Biodiversity Action Plan Steering Group consisted of a wide range of people,
from local wildlife organisations to national authorities and individual farmers and landowners. The
Steering Group selected the Habitat and Species Action Plans, as they are areas that require priority
action.

The Richmondshire Biodiversity Action Plan

A full copy of the Biodiversity Action Plan is available from Richmondshire District Council. It contains
full details of the species and habitat action plans, along with detailed targets for improvement. The
Steering Group will continue to monitor the progress of these targets and will report on this on an
annual basis.

The BAP also includes a number of guidance notes, for a wide range of people including gardeners
and farmers, which provide useful tips and hints on how you can help to make a contribution towards
maintaining the biodiversity of Richmondshire.

If you would like to receive a copy of the Richmondshire Biodiversity Action Plan it is available either
as a hard copy or on CD-ROM.
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If you would like further information on how you can help, or would like to discuss the content of
the Biodiversity Action Plan, please contact:

Graham Megson or Rachel Ford

Biodiversity Project Officer Policy Officer

North Yorkshire County Council Richmondshire District Council
Heritage Unit Swale House

County Hall Frenchgate

Northallerton Richmond

DL7 8AH DL10 4JE

Tel: 01609 780780 ext 3107 Tel: 01748 829100 ext 207
E-mail: Graham.Megson@northyorks.gov.uk E-mail: r.ford@richmondshire.gov.uk
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The production of this document has been jointly funded by the Richmonshire Local Strategic
partnership, Richmondshire District Council, North Yorkshire County Council and the North
Yorkshire County Council Community Fund Support for LSPs.
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Caring for Richmondshire’s Wildlife

Wildlife in Richmondshire is excellent. The District is home to some of the most beautiful areas of the country,
and some of the habitats and species included in these areas are of great importance.

Maintaining the high standard of the living environment is a key priority for Richmondshire Local Strategic
Partnership, Richmondshire District Council and its key partners. Working together they have produced a
Biodiversity Action Plan, which sets out how they are going to focus on conservation issues at a local level.

If you are interested in protecting the special habitats and species found in Richmondshire this leaflet will offer
further information and give some useful hints and tips that will help you to do so.

What is Biodiversity?

The term biodiversity was introduced at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992. It is the whole variety of life on our planet
— this is not just rare species but covers the entire spectrum of life. It is also the genetic variation between species.

At present there are over 1 million known species, but there are many more that have not yet been discovered.
Many of the species are under threat of extinction, meaning that we will never discover them. Others have become
extinct before our eyes, while many more are under threat. In some cases extinction is a natural process, but the
rate of extinction has increased due to the pressures of the development of human kind.

We have a responsibility to look after our planet, but at the present rate of development is threatening the rich
natural resources that we have taken for granted.

Conserving Biodiversity

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan was published in 1994, and is the UK Government’s commitment to conserving
the variety of life. Biodiversity Action Plans are not a statutory requirement of Local Authorities, but the Richmondshire
Community Strategy aims to improve the quality of life in the District, and protecting its biodiversity is one way to
help achieve this.

The Richmondshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) consists of a number of Species Action Plans and Habitat Action
Plans. Some of these plans are outlined below.

Habitat Action Plans

Woodland
Extensive areas of Richmondshire are wooded, and some have
been identified for their importance to Black Grouse.

Planted conifer forests are less valuable for wildlife, and there is an
opportunity to revert these back to native species woodland
(Plantation on Ancient Woodland Sites). One of the targets of this
Action Plan is to restore 45 hectares of Plantation on Ancient
Woodland Sites (PAWS) as a high priority.

Upland Hay Meadow

Upland hay meadows are colourful, flower rich meadows on neutral
soils. They are a traditional part of upland farms, but have declined
in number and are very scarce. Regionally they are restricted to
Richmondshire, Craven and the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

The majority of the resource is on Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI), which are protected. The BAP targets include the expansion
of this habitat by 2 hectares over five years.

Other Habitat Action Plans include:

Floodplain Grassland
Species Rich Grassland
Upland Calcareous Grassland
Moorland Edge

Fens

Reedbeds

Standing Water

Upland Heathland and Bog

Upland heathland and Blanket Bog are both identified as priority
habitats in the UK BAP. Many important species of birds, invertebrates
and plants live in the habitats, and throughout the UK the majority of
the sites are protected by SSSI and EU legislation.

In Richmondshire there are targets to maintain the current sites in a
favourable condition, and to help with the restoration of at least
50,000ha by 2010.

Species Action Plans

Otter

The otter is a rare mammal, which lives along watercourses. Itis a
priority species in the UK BAP, and it is thought that numbers in North
Yorkshire are increasing. The Richmondshire BAP aims to identify
the number of otters in the District and to increase this number over
a period of ten years.

Curlew

The curlew is one of the most important and well-known features of
Richmondshire. It is moorland breeding bird, which nests on high
land. The breeding sites of the curlew have been designated as
SSSis throughout the UK. In Richmondshire the trend of early silage
cuts may pose a threat to the curlew, and this needs to be investigated.

Bats

Over the past century bats have declined in number. There are currently
eight species in the local area, and reports suggest that the bat
population is slowly starting to recover.

Black Grouse

The Black Grouse is a species which is limited to upland areas. It
has seen a large decline since 1968, and it is estimated that only
900 now exist in England. In the District there are a small number
on the Catterick Training Area, and to protect the population the
areas where they exist need to be well managed.

Water Vole

The water vole is most commonly known as ‘Ratty’ from ‘Wind in the
Willows’. It was once a common species, but it has seen a rapid
decline and is now very rare. There are areas of Richmondshire which
provide the opportunity for the water vole population to increase, but
these will need to be managed and predators, such as the American
Mink, will need to be monitored.




